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            I think that a boarding-house is the
very best place for a woman who wants to develop her sense of humour. "
O'Higgins tore free the scarlet band of his perfecto, the end of which he bit off
with strong white teeth, and smiled. Some trustworthy
Chinaman to watch, for a small bribe, while he, James Boyle O'Higgins, enjoyed
himself in Hong-Kong, seeing the spring races, the boxing matches, and
hobnobbing with Yankee sailors. Yet, here she was, in
the ancient Chinese city, weaving in and out of the narrow streets some scarcely
wide enough for two men to walk abreast, streets that boiled and eddied with
yellow human beings, who worshipped strange gods, ate strange foods, and
diffused strange suffocating smells. Her softly
intertwined fingers became rigid.
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